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HAWAII. 



Report from Honolulu — Quarantine transactions, month of February, 

1904.. 

Chief Quarantine Officer Cof er reports, March 10, as follows : 

HONOLULU. 

Steam vessels inspected and passed 16 

Crew on steam vessels 2, 282 

Passengers on steam vessels 3, 675 

Sailing vessels inspected and passed 16 

Crew on sailing vessels 235 

Passengers on sailing vessels 9 

Sick in detention from last month 

Detention from last month 

Sick in detention for this month 1 

Detention for this month 1 

Pieces of baggage disinfected 2 

Packages of freight disinfected 

Vaccinations 

Steam vessels disinfected 

Sailing vessels disinfected 

HILO. 

Steam vessels inspected and passed 1 

Crew on steam vessels 38 

Passengers on steam vessels 10 

Sailing vessels inspected and passed 3 

Crew on sailing vessels 42 

Passengers on sailing vessels 12 

KAHULUI. 

Steam vessels inspected and passed 1 

Crew on steam vessels 30 

Passengers on steam vessels 

Sailing vessels inspected and passed 1 

Crew on sailing vessels 11 

Passengers on sailing vessels 1 

Kihei, Koloa, Lahaina, and Mahukona, no transactions. 

INDIA. 

Reports from, Bombay — Investigation of plague-infected tenement 
buildings — Iiydrocyanic-acid gas as a disinfectant. 

Acting Asst. Surg. Edward H. Hume reports, February 27, as 
follows: 

1 have the honor to report that I have been working in conjunction 
with the municipal health department this week, investigating chawls 
where plague is or has been prevalent. Certain chawls seem to become 
each year notbeds of infection, and the effort is being made this year 
to evacuate every chawl that has over 6 cases. On February 22 I 
visited such a chawl (No. 189 De Lisle road), consisting of two stories, 
with 24 rooms on each floor. The rooms measure 11 by 10 feet, and 
each accommodates from 4 to 6 persons. There had been 14 plague 
cases in this chawl since January 1, and accordingly, on February 11 
the whole building was evacuated, thoroughly disinfected, and white- 
washed f reshly. I have a complete plan of the building with notes on 
the particular rooms infected, so that when the building is again 
inhabited after a month's vacancy it will be possible to observe very 
accurately where fresh cases occur, if any. 
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Similarly, on February 24 and 26 I was able to make careful obser- 
vations on other infected chawls, trying, wherever possible, to deter- 
mine whether the rooms now containing cases had been infected in 
previous years. I am receiving every facility and every courtesy from 
the officers of the health department, especially in the ward where it 
has seemed best to take up work. 

1 hope to bring the matter of disinfection by hydrocyanic-acid gas, 
as reported by Dr. L. O. Howard in Public Health Reports for 
November 13, 1904, to the attention of the health officers, as being 
especially adapted to those chawls which are evacuated in toto. I 
believe it would be far more efficient in destroying vermin than the 
method now in use of soaking floors, walls, and ceilings with bichloride 
of mercury and carbolic acid. While watching a room, on February 
22, which had just been disinfected with fluids as described, 1 saw 
large spiders crawl down from the walls and across the floor, still 
sopping wet with bichloride. 

Incidence of -plague in Bombay — Study of plague-infected tenement 

buildings. 

Under date of March 5, Acting Asst. Surg. Hume reports as follows: 

t have the honor to transmit herewith the first sheets of a study on 
the incidence of plague in Bombay City. As records for 1903 are not 
all available to me yet, I can not trace the progress of the disease 
through that year and previous years, as I propose to do gradually. I 
send, therefore, at this time, three diagrams illustrating the progress 
of plague in three wards of the city during the first two months of 
1904, five observations being tabulated in each case. I am told that 
in previous years it has been noted that the epidemic always com- 
menced to be severe in Ward B. The height of the epidemic here 
was reached in previous years earlier than in other wards. Ward B 
lies in about the east-central portion of Bombay Island, and consists 
of a thickly populated district, occupied by a rough element, careless 
of personal hygiene to perhaps a greater degree than in other parts of 
the native town. From this ward the epidemic each year has seemed 
to travel northward, affecting Ward E about a month later. And 
from Ward E the disease has usually gone farther north to Ward Gr. 

That this progress is roughly true this year will be seen from the 
inclosed diagrams, which are the first of a series I propose to forward. 
I hope to send you a plan of the city soon, to make the arrangement 
of the wards clearer. 

You will see in diagram 1, that the height of plague in Ward B was 
practically reached by the end of January, the rise since being slight. 
However, there had been a steady rise through each week of that 
month. 

Diagram 2 shows that during January plague was only beginning to 
be serious in Ward E, and that its rise was very rapid during February, 
while at present writing it is the worst infected ward in the city. 

Diagram 3, of Ward G, still farther north in the city, shows that 
during January and February the rise of plague was but slight. It 
has just started to be very active there, and during March and April 
may be expected to show very rapid progress. 

Theories as to the cause for this northward march of the disease are 
numerous, the most reasonable being that in Ward B there is the true 
focus of endemicity; that from thence the natural progress of the 



